


























NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 





**The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Your Chance to Obtain a Miraculous Medal 


Blue, enameled cross-shaped medals ............... 40¢ 
Sterling silver, small, square medals ................ 45¢ 
Fancy medium-sized, oval shape, oxidized _..... 15¢ 
Fancy medium-sized, oblong, oxidized ............ 15¢ 
NS Ss scciasncncccteeacbeniucdendisiaiaten 10¢ 
Oval, altmsimemm, medium ................................. 3 for 10¢ 


Our booklet, ‘Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for the Feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin,” 20¢, has an explanation and also novena in 
honor of the Miraculous Medal. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





Companion Pictures 


Beautifully framed in gilded wood and attractively finished Com- 
panion Pictures of the Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, size 11x14 inches in 1% in. frame. $3.00 each or $6.00 a 
pair, plus postage. Unframed, 25¢ each. Would make appropriate 
and appreciated wedding gifts or remembrances for ordination, birth- 
days, jubilee, etc. Order from :— 


National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 South Dakota Ave., N. E. 
Washington 17, D. C. 
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Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Oabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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True Lovers of Mary should have ever handy a copy of our 
Liturgical NOVENAS and TRIDUUMS for all the Feasts of the 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

This “Little Breviary” of 128 pages provides ideal devotions in 
the true spirit of the Church for every major and minor feast of Mary 
— including six for August. The supplement contains an explanation 
of the True Devotion, with Act of Consecration, Litany, and many in- 
dulgenced prayers. Price 20¢, plus postage. 





“QO Clement, O Loving, O OQweet virgin Jyary!” 
? & & 4 


St. Bernard’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin is one of 
his principal titles to glory. He was the “Herald of Our 
Heavenly Queen,’ the honey-mouthed chanter of her virtues. 
With ineffable tenderness and ardent piety he invoked her 
help in every need, great or small, and assures us that no 
one is ever left unaided who confides in Mary’s intercession. 
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The Mother and the Vicar of Christ 
Call Us to Action 


Sige 


Blessed Virgin Mary. Although it is not, like May, 
specifically dedicated to Mary, it may justly claim 
the title of being Mary’s triumphant month, for 
its calendar holds the precious gem of Mary’s 
Assumption and her glorious coronation as Queen 
of heaven and earth. The warm golden sunshine 
of its harvest days is symbolic of the maturity of Mary’s life, which 
reached its zenith on that day when her pure body, reunited to her 
glorious soul after a brief separation in death, was triumphantly borne 
to heaven, where she reaped the rich reward of her earthly life, so boun- 
tifully sown with crosses and sufferings. 

But while inexpressibly happy in heaven, Mary has not forgotten 
us, her pilgrim children on earth. Though she is the “Regina Coeli,” 
the radiant, immaculate Queen of heaven, she is still for us the Refuge 
of Sinners and the Mother of Divine Grace. And so August gives us, 
as a reminder, a second feast, that of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
which fittingly crowns that of the Assumption as its octave day. Where- 
as the Assumption shows Mary to us as our triumphant Queen, exalted 
above all the choirs of angels, the feast of the Immaculate Heart pre- 
sents her to us as our compassionate Mother, whose loving Heart is ever 
filled with tender solicitude for us. 

From her lofty throne in heaven, Mary looks down with a mother’s 
heart and love upon this world of ours, where her dear children are 
still struggling against the enemies of their salvation. She beholds with 
joy the legions of souls who are trying to walk faithfully in her footsteps 
and who have recourse to her in all their difficulties; but she sees, also, 
to her intense sorrow, millions of others who are living in misery and 
sin, selling their souls for pleasure, bartering heaven for earth. She 
views with alarm the steady advance of anti-Christian forces in their 
efforts to enslave the human race. She is filled with apprehension as 
she sees the sinister shadow of communism obscuring the light of faith 
and enveloping the world in darkness, and the infernal serpent pushing 
his rapid way across God’s fields and gardens; and her mother’s heart 
bleeds at sight of the countless souls, so dearly purchased by her Divine 
Son, being dragged to eternal perdition. 

Face to face with God in heaven, she understands, in the light of 
glory, the infinite goodness and loveliness of God and the hideousness 
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“OQ Clement, O Loving, O weet Virgin ary! 


St. Bernard’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin is one of 
his principal titles to glory. He was the “Herald of Our 
Heavenly Queen,’’ the honey-mouthed chanter of her virtues. 
With ineffable tenderness and ardent piety he invoked her 
help in every need, great or small, and assures us that no 
one is ever left unaided who confides in Mary’s intercession. 
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The Mother and the Vicar of Christ 
Call Us to Action 


<P ide 
} UGUST vies with May in paying tribute to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Although it is not, like May, | 
specifically dedicated to Mary, it may justly claim 
the title of being Mary’s triumphant month, for 
its calendar holds the precious gem of Mary’s 
Assumption and her glorious coronation as Queen 
of heaven and earth. The warm golden sunshine 
of its harvest days is symbolic of the maturity of Mary’s life, which 
reached its zenith on that day when her pure body, reunited to her 
glorious soul after a brief separation in death, was triumphantly borne 
to heaven, where she reaped the rich reward of her earthly life, so boun- 
tifully sown with crosses and sufferings. 

But while inexpressibly happy in heaven, Mary has not Saini 
us, her pilgrim children on earth. Though she is the “Regina Coeli,” 
the radiant, immaculate Queen of heaven, she is still for us the Refuge 
of Sinners and the Mother of Divine Grace. And so August gives us, 
as a reminder, a second feast, that of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
which fittingly crowns that of the Assumption as its octave day. Where- 
as the Assumption shows Mary to us as our triumphant Queen, exalted 
above all the choirs of angels, the feast of the Immaculate Heart pre- 
sents her to us as our compassionate Mother, whose loving Heart is ever 
filled with tender solicitude for us. 

From her lofty throne in heaven, Mary looks down with a mother’s 
heart and love upon this world of ours, where her dear children are 
still struggling against the enemies of their salvation. She beholds with 
joy the legions of souls who are trying to walk faithfully in her footsteps 
and who have recourse to her in all their difficulties; but she sees, also, 
to her intense sorrow, millions of others who are living in misery and 
sin, selling their souls for pleasure, bartering heaven for earth. She 
views with alarm the steady advance of anti-Christian forces in their 
efforts to enslave the human race. She is filled with apprehension as 
she sees the sinister shadow of communism obscuring the light of faith 
and enveloping the world in darkness, and the infernal serpent pushing 
his rapid way across God’s fields and gardens; and her mother’s heart 
bleeds at sight of the countless souls, so dearly purchased by her Divine 
Son, being dragged to eternal perdition. 

Face to face with God in heaven, she understands, in the light of 
glory, the infinite goodness and loveliness of God and the hideousness 
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of sin which outrages His Divine Majesty. She knows that God’s aveng- 
ing Justice must intervene if His rebellious children do not cease offend- 
ing Him. Therefore she has sounded a warning cry at La Salette, 
Lourdes, Fatima and Beauraing, which has echoed round the world, and 
her message is always the same: “Pray! Do penance! Cease offending 
. my Son and make reparation for sin!” 

Of all her apparitions during the past century, those at Fatima seem 
in a special way to hold the world’s attention in our day. It was there 
she issued what would seem 
to be a last and determined 
call to action, and offered a 
definite plan of campaign 
that would be sure to lead to 
victory. An outstanding fact 
of her apparitions at Fatima 
is that in each of them she 
stressed the evil of SIN — 
the need for people to realize 
the gravity of sin, to avoid 
sin, to make reparation for 
their own sins and those of 
others. In the second appari- 
tion she showed her Immacu- 
late Heart, surrounded and 
wounded by the thorns of 
sin, and pleaded that repara- 
tion be made to her and that 
devotion to her Heart be es- 
tablished in the world. In 
subsequent apparitions to 

=a ______ a — two of her little confidants, 
“‘I ask for the Consecration of the world to Jacinta and Lucia, she re- 

my Immaculate Heart!’’ . 

newed this plea and enlarged 
upon it. She also gave her confidants to understand that the peace of 
the world depends to a great exfent upon the conversion of Russia, which 
must be implored through her Immaculate Heart by much prayer and 
penance. The forms of prayer and petition she specially recommended 
were the Rosary and the Communion of Reparation on the First Satur- 
day, and the Consecration to her Heart, to be carried out as a program 
of life. While we deplore the fact that our Blessed Mother’s plea has 
gone unheeded by so many; while we see at present but faint hopes 
for the conversion of Russia and the return of peace; and while we 
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shudder at the grim prospect of another World War with all the de- 
structive possibilities of modern science, we may well ask ourselves 
the pertinent question: Am I, myself, doing all I can and should to 
further Mary’s Peace Campaign? Not one of us should say: “What 
can /, a poor helpless individual, do in so mighty a cause?” Our Lady’s 
warning cry is addressed to each one of us: “Pray! Do penance! 
Cease offending my Son and make reparation for sin!” — “And what 
Christian heart,” exclaims our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, “no matter 
how lukewarm and thoughtless, could resist the voice of Mary?” (Radio 
address to the faithful of Rome, February, 1952.) 


In furtherance of a program of spiritual reform, the Holy Father 
has sounded what he himself called “a rousing call from the lips of 
your Father and Shepherd, from Us who cannot remain mute and inert 
before a world which is unconsciously walking paths which sweep on 
to ruin both souls and bodies, the good and the wicked, civilization 
and peoples.” Though he was speaking to the people of Rome, as the 
shepherd and bishop of that diocese, his words have an equal force for 
all the members of his vast flock, the whole of Christendom. He 
sounded his warning on the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, placing his 
Christjan renewal crusadé under the protection of her who has so often 
proved herself the Help of Christians. 

“Having had recourse once again,” he said, “to the goodness of 
God and the mercy of Mary, each one of the faithful and every man of 
good will must re-examine, with a courage worthy of the great moments 
of human history, what he can and must do personally as his own con- 
tribution to the saving power of God, in order to help a world which is 
started, as it is today, on the road to ruin.” And he continued:— 


“The persistence of a general condition which, We do not hesitate 
to say, may explode at any moment, and whose origin is to be sought 
in the religious lukewarmness of so many, in the low moral tone of 
public and private life, in systematic efforts to poison simple minds, 
to which poison is given after their understanding of true liberty has, 
so to speak, been drugged — all this cannot leave good men motionless 
where they are, listless spectators of an onrushing future... 

“Now is the time, beloved children! Now is the time to take de- 
cisive steps and shake off this fatal lethargy! It is time for all good 
men, for all who are concerned over the destinies of the world to recog- 
nize one another and tighten their ranks... 

“Receive with a noble spirit of dedication, recognizing it as a call 
from God and as a worthy rule of life, the holy charge which your 
Shepherd and Father today entrusts to you: to launch a mighty re- 
awakening of thought and action. This reawakening is a duty for 
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everyone without exception — clergy and people, those in authority, 
families, groups, individuals — along the entire front of ‘the complete 
renewal. of Christian life, along the line of the defense of moral values, 
in the realization of social justice, in the reconstruction of the Christian 
order. Let the hand, then, be put to the plow. May God, who desires it 
so much, move you. May the nobility of the undertaking attract you. 
May its urgency stimulate you. May the justifiable fear of the terrible 
future vanquish every hesitation and determine every will. 


“The most holy Virgin will bless and multiply the happy result 
for which We ardently pray. We have no doubt but that she, who at 
all times was ever ready to extend a protective hand over her pag, 
will, in these days, make felt her maternal protection. . 


Let each one of us, then, set himself to carry out he program pre- 
sented by the Mother of Christ and the Vicar of Christ. Let our prayers 
be offered no longer in a listless, lifeless, mechanical way, but with 
something of Mary’s faith and love. Let us pray with Mary’s con- 
fidence in God’s mercy for the salvation of the world. What a power- 
ful appeal our daily Mass and Communion, our Divine Office, our daily 
Rosary, our Holy Hour and other daily prayers, will be if made with 
and through the Immaculate Heart of Mary! What God-sent oppor- 
tunities for penance are all the inconveniences of the weather, of our 
daily life and work, and our languor during the summer months! The 
thought that every little sacrifice we make will be accepted by our 
Blessed Mother and used for a noble purpose will sweeten the bitterness 
of the trial. And as for reparation, what motives challenge us on all 
sides! God’s honor is outraged, His Holy Name abused, His very 
existence denied. His Church is reviled and persecuted, His servants 
are tortured, imprisoned, and put to death. Divine Justice demands 
retribution. The world’s day of reckoning is drawing near. Our 
Blessed Mother has been holding back the avenging arm of God’s 
Justice, but she cannot do so much longer, in the face of man’s insolent 
perseverance in evil. Therefore she is calling upon each one of us — 
upen you and upon me — to join with her. This we can do by patiently 
enduring inconvenience and suffering, by fidelity to our daily duties, by 
acts of self-denial and by persevering prayer. By thus becoming, as it 
were, little drops of water in the chalice of our daily Mass, we can work 
effectively with Mary for the conversion of the world. 

May this firm resolution, together with Holy Mass and Communion, 
and a renewal of our Consecration to her, offered by each one of us as 
a feast-day gift, bring joy to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and draw 
upon the world a flood of pardoning grace from that golden channel 
through which all God’s graces flow! 
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The Eucharistic 
Transfiguration 


By 
Blessed Peter Julian Eymard. 


“And He was transfigured before them” 
(Matt. 17:2). 





beautiful feast. * Let us say a few words about its relation to 

the Eucharistic transfiguration. All the mysteries have some 

relation to the Eucharist, for the Eucharist completes them 
all. They all tend towards the Eucharist; with the help of grace we 
must discover what is Eucharistic in the mysteries in order to nourish 
our devotion towards the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Our Lord took three disciples with Him and led them to a high 
mountain to show them His glory, which He kept hidden in the lowli- 
ness of His flesh. He was going to arm them against the scandal of His 
Passion, and to show them who He really was. 

Notice how the Eucharist was instituted also on a mountain, that 
of Sion, far more famous than that of Thabor. The lowlands do not 
agree with Him; they are the breeding places of malaria and other 
diseases. The earth is for those who crawl. He therefore elevates and 
draws to Himself the souls He wants to love with a special love. 

The second transfiguration is more lovable than the first, and much 
more lasting. It happened in the presence of all-the ‘Apostles. The 
first took place in the open air, for glory needs room ‘for expansion. 
But the Eucharistic transfiguration, which is one al-of love,He effected 
in secret; He concentrated it to make it more powerful. When we want 
to prove our affection to a friend, we clasp him in our arms. A zealous 
charity reaches far and wide to give of itself and do good to a greater 
number of souls. We concentrate the love of the heart on one point. 
We restrain it to make it stronger. We gather its rays together to 
focus them, just as an optician so grinds his glass as to fix on a single 
point all the solar rays of light and heat. Our Lord then compresses 


ti HE feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord on Thabor is a 


*This feast occurs on August 6. 
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Himself in the very small space of the Host. And just as we can 
start a great conflagration by applying the hot focus of a lens to in- 
flammable material, so the Eucharist enkindles those who partake of 
It and inflames them with Its Divine fire. 

On Thabor, Jesus was transfigured while He prayed. His gar- 
ments became white as snow, and His face shone like the sun. The 
Apostles could not stand the splendor of it. Jesus was transfigured in 
a blaze of glory to show that His Body, for all its weakness, was never- 
theless the Body of a God. This transfiguration proceeded from the 
inside to the outside. One ray of the glory which Jesus held in check 
by a constant miracle was allowed to appear. 

But Jesus was not come to teach us lessons of glory. That is why 
the vision of Thabor swiftly passed away; it hardly lasted more than 
a moment. 

The sacramental transfiguration proceeds from the outside to the 
inside. Whereas on Thabor Jesus had rent the veil that covered His 
Divinity, here He conceals even His Humanity and transfigures it into 
the appearances of bread, to the point that He no longer seems to be 
either God or Man, and does not act outwardly any more. He buries 
Himself in the Species, which become the tomb of His faculties. Out 
of humility He veils His Humanity which is so kind and beautiful. He 
is so united to the accidents that He seems to be their substance. The 
bread and wine have been changed into the Body and Blood of the 
Son of God. Do you see Him in this transfiguration of love and humil- 
ity? We know that the sun exists even though a cloud hides it from 
us. Jesus never ceases being God and perfect Man, although hidden 
behind the cloud of bread and wine. Just as everything was glorious in 
the first transfiguration, so in the second everything was lovable. We 
see Him no longer, nor do we touch Him; but He is there with all His 
gifts. Love, grace, and faith pierce the veils and can recognize His 
face. Faith is the eye of the soul; to believe is really to see. 

We should very much like to see Jesus in the Sacrament with our 
bodily eyes; but if the Apostles could not stand the brightness of a 
single ray of His glory, what would we do? Love knows only how 
to transfigure itself into a state of kindness by humbling itself, by 
making itself little, and by abasing itself. Where is the greater love, 
on Calvary or on Thabor? Compare the two, and tell me whether it 
was Thabor or Calvary that converted the world. Love rejects or con- 
ceals its glory; it prefers to humble itself. That is what the Word did 
at His Incarnation, what He did on Calvary, and what He does still 
more profoundly in the Eucharist. Instead of complaining we ought 
to thank Our Lord for not repeating what happened on Mount Thabor. 
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The trembling Apostles lay prostrate on the ground. Every word that 
came out of the mouth of God was capable of consuming them. The 
Apostles hardly dared speak to Our Lord! But here we can speak to 
Him. We are not afraid; for we can place our heart next to His and 
feel His love. 

Then, again, the sight of His glory would, to say the least, make us 
lose our head. Remember how St Peter raved; he was out of his 
mind. He spoke of rest and happiness while Our Lord talked about 
His sufferings and His death. He had quite forgotten about his ob- 
ligations. 

If Our Lord were to manifest His glory to us,.we should refuse 
ever to be separated from Him. We should be so: happy with Him. 
The Heavenly Father had to teach St. Peter a lesson and remind him 
that Our Lord was His Son, whom he must follow everywhere until 
death. Keep in mind that an education based only on happiness is 
neither serious nor solid, and that the child upon whom too much ten- 
derness is lavished will never be very generous. That is why the 
Eucharistic transfiguration did not take place in joy or in glory, but 
in secret and in a state of humiliation; glory will come as a result of it. 


We do not see Moses or Elias at that transfiguration; they had 
nothing to do with it; the Eucharist was not for them. But the twelve 
Apostles who were to be.the lawgivers and prophets of the new people 
of God took part in it. The Holy Trinity was present, working invisibly. 
Legions of angels adored this Word of God reduced to a state of 
nothingness. We also were present, all of us. In His intention and 
foreknowledge Jesus: consecrated our Hosts. He counted them; and 
in obedience to His command we give them to you. «.;. 

But see how the prayer of a simple and upright heart i is always 
answered, although not always in the manner expected. .Peter had 
asked to remain on the mountain, and Jesus had refused him. . .But no! 
The grace implored had merely been deferred. In the Eucharist Jesus 
has again pitched His tent among us forever, and He allows us to dwell 
with Him on His Eucharistic Thabor. Oh, it is not a tent that can ‘be 
carried away over night; it is a house which He has built and in'which 
we dwell night and day. We have much more than what St.»’Peter 
had asked for. As for you, my dear brethren, you see Our Lordiionly 
in passing; but you can do so every day, and then you have taken: up 
residence near the church of the Blessed Sacrament, and you experience 
the gentle influence of its nearness. 

Domine, bonum est nos hic esse! “Oh, yes, Lord! It is indeed 
good for us to be here!” You know very well what to do, brethren, 
when you are under some sorrow or difficulty! You come to Him 
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and always find in Him a Good Samaritan. He pours the goodness 
of His Heart upon yours. He is waiting for you and treats you not 
as strangers but as friends, as children of the family. 

Did not the Heavenly Father say: “This is My beloved Son?” 
And out of an incomprehensible love the Father gave Him to us. He 
gave Him to us at Bethlehem, on Calvary, and, above all and for al- 
ways, in the Cenacle at the very time Jesus was also giving Himself 
to us. The Father begets Him and gives Him every day to each one 
of us. Oh, let us listen to Him! 

Let us love this feast of the Transfiguration. It is entirely Eucha- 
ristic. Come to this hallowed mountain on which Jesus is transfigured. 
Do not come looking for glory or for sentimental bliss, but rather for 
the lessons of holiness He teaches you by His self-abasement. Come, 
and by your love and self-denial, be transfigured into Jesus Christ 
in His Sacrament while waiting to be transfigured into Jesus Christ 


in His heavenly glory. 
GHD-OAD 


Queen of Heaven and Larth 
KOK Ke 


F the many feasts which Holy Church celebrates in honor of 
the Mother of God, there is none, perhaps, that brings more 
joy to the heart of the Christian than the feast of the Assump- 

s’ _ tion of her blessed and virginal body into heaven. True, the 

feast of the Immaculate Conception, which commemorates the beginning 

of her existence in the state of absolute sinlessness and in the fulness 
of grace, is a great and wonderful feast; so, too, the feast of the An- 
nunciation, when Gabriel came to her; likewise the feast of Christmas, 
when Christ was born. Each of the feasts we keep in honor of her 
mysteries has a splendor none of the others possesses. But great as they 
are, they were but the beginning and onward progression of Mary’s 
sanctification. They are the wonderful steps in the supernatural life 
of grace that was Mary’s, which the miracle of the Assumption crowns; 
they are the noon of her day, — the center, not the range of her glories. 

The feast of the Assumption is the glorious sunset, and was necessary 

for the completion of her life if it was to have an end befitting its be- 

ginning, for all the works of God are in beautiful harmony and are 
carried to the end as they begin. 

It was original sin that brought corruption to the human body by 
the punishment of death. Mary was free from this hereditary sin 
through her Immaculate Conception; she was the one and only excep- 
tion-throughout all ages, and therefore the corruption of the grave had 
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no claim upon her body, so stainless and pure. That body, that blood, 
which nourished a God, could never come to the sordid end of decay 
and fall back into dust. Mary was beyond all flesh in life, and so would 
be, and must be, in death. She is truly the one “whom the King had 
in mind to honor” (Esther 6:11), and hence the Son of God bestowed 
the supreme and crowning reward upon His Blessed Mother by assuming 
her into heaven, body and soul, to be with Himself “high above all 
women on earth,” the Queen of angels and men. | 

Today Our Lady is glorious in her peerless beauty, “seated next 
to the King, in a vesture of gold.” Today the Catholic: world instine- 
tively joins with the heavenly hosts in praising the gracious Mother 
of God. We need but enter into the spirit of Holy Mother Church to 
make the feast live before our eyes, for in her festivals the Church does 
not make a mere historic remembrance of some event long past. She 
transfers that event, as it were, to the present day, so that her members 
of every passing year may become active participants and share in the 
special graces God has attached to each. And so on the feast of the 
Assumption she bids us rejoice anew in this glorious prerogative of 
Mary, and by her prayers and ceremonies makes us living witnesses 
of Mary’s Assumption. The Church herself is awed today as she con- 
templates the astounding beauty of her ascending Queen, and strives 
with all the solemnity of her liturgy to render adequate praise to God 
for His great Mother. 

Heaven opens, as it were, before our eyes, and we behold our 
glorious Queen entering in with rapturous bliss. What a change from 
this toilworn and weary earth is the enrapturing vision of light and joy 
which meets her gaze! What must be her feelings of joy as she beholds 
her Divine Son, not as in this world, forsaken, despised, mocked, con- 
demned — but arrayed in the splendor of His Majesty, surrounded and 
adored by legions of angels and saints! What a scene is the meeting 
between Mother and Son! What a triumph is hers when He conducts 
her to her throne and places her there as Queen of Heaven! 


The whole court of the great God has taken on an unusual splendor. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus beats with a new joy as He embraces His 
beloved Mother. The day that He so often longed for when He was on 
earth has come! He can repay her now for those years of trial and 
privation and suffering that made her share with Him in the Redemp- 
tion of the human race. With a pride that is becoming to a God, He 
places the crown of her dignity on her head and proclaims her Queen 
of Heaven, Queen of the Angels and Queen of the Saints, second in 
glory and power to Himself alone. 

Who can describe the tumultuous joy of the angels as they welcome 
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their Queen! On this day she is exalted above the Cherubim and 
Seraphim, and is crowned with an aureola of resplendent glory, a crown 
of stars more brilliant than the sun. In transports of joy the angel 
choirs bless God and proclaim again and again: “Assumpta est Maria 
in coelum! Mary is assumed into heaven!” 

Who can imagine the meeting of Mary with Joseph, the faithful 
guardian of her life! Never has heaven witnessed a like scene. In- 
comprehensible is the joy of St. Joseph on beholding his beloved Spouse 
entering the golden portals amidst such glorious triumph! With ten- 
der affection he addresses her: “O my beloved Spouse, what praise and 
thanks are due to God for conferring on me the honor of being hus- 
band to thee, the true Mother of God! Through thee I merited during 
so many years to carry the Incarnate Word in my arms, and to receive 
abundant joy and precious graces from Him. May those years be 
blessed in which I served Him and thee, and may the eternal joys now 
repay thee for all thy weary labors and sorrows on earth!” 

Next the Patriarchs greet their Queen: “Thou wast our hope, O 
Mary, and for so many centuries the object of our most ardent longings. 
Be thou ever blessed, be thou ever welcome!” And the Prophets ex- 
claim, “O Mary, thou art that chosen one whom we announced to the 
world! Mayest thou be praised and blessed through all eternity!” 
St. James, the only one of the Apostles who has preceded her to heaven, 
comes to thank her in the name of all the others for the help and en- 
couragement she has given them. The holy Martyrs welcome her as 
their special Queen, because, by her unconquerable steadfastness in the 
greatest of trials, she has encouraged them fo bear their suffering and 
tribulations with like patience and courage. The holy Confessors sa- 
lute her as their Mistress who by her saintly life has shown them the 
way to perfection. The white-robed Virgins hail her as their Queen, 
and thank her for the example of virginal chastity she gave them, the 
imitation of which has made them so many queens in God’s kingdom. 

But none thank Mary with more affection than our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, who exclaim, “Beloved Daughter, thou hast repaired 
the evil which we, by our sin, inflicted on mankind; thou hast given to 
the world that blessing which we by our fault had lost; by thee we are 
saved! Mayest thou be eternally thanked!” 

The Church knows full well the value of a noble example. Hence 
she places before her children the glorious reward that awaits those 
who follow in Mary’s footsteps. Today we contemplate Our Heavenly 
Mother as the “House of Gold,” which Divine Wisdom has built for 
Itself; the noble and magnificent sanctuary supported on seven pillars 
— the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which so marvelously sustained her soul. 
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Yes, her heart was ever penetrated with that holy religious fear of dis- 
pleasing the Lord which is careful to weigh and consider even the most 
trifling actions of life. She was eminently endowed with that tender 
piety which inspires the soul with a boundless devotion to God, and 
makes it delight exceedingly in His commandments. What other hu- 
man creature ever received such an effusion of the knowledge which en- 
lightens man on all his duties, and marks out the road he is to follow 
to reach his last end? In what other than in Mary on Calvary was 
the gift of fortitude ever fully displayed, that fortitude which soars 
above every trial? In what other than Mary, the most prudent Virgin, 
was éver manifested so perfectly the gift of counsel, which directs and 
governs the most delicate circumstances? or the gift of understanding 
which penetrates the elevated ways of grace? Who ever possessed in so 
high a degree the gift of wisdom, which crowns all others, and which 
consists in knowing well the Author and End of all things, acting, living, 
breathing but for Him alone? 

On this day the Church looks up to Mary and calls upon her as the 
“Cause of our Joy,” “Our Life, our Sweetness, and our Hope!” In 
this faith, we, too, look up to Mary, our Heavenly Queen and Mother, 
confident that in her love for us, the brothers and sisters of her Divine 
Son, she will turn from the symphonies of angelic choirs and listen to 
our halting words. Let us then offer our humblest homage to that 
royal throne, the Seat of Wisdom, and let us beseech her who has been 
exalted to such an immense dignity to obtain for us an abundant parti- 
cipation in the precious gifts of the Holy Spirit and in the virtues 
which adorn her beautiful soul — her immaculate innocence and purity, 
her humble obedience, her affectionate charity! Let us resolve to 
practice daily devotion to her, Our Life, Our Sweetness, and Our Hope. 
In all dangers and temptations, in all trials and afflictions, let us fly to 
her protection, and seek consolation and assistance in her loving and 
maternal goodness. If our devotion to Mary is constant and self-sacri- 
ficing, we shall one day share in her happy Assumption into heaven 
and enter into the wonderful height of glory which God has destined 
for His faithful ones on earth. 


Oh, bear with us, Mother, when this world allures, and remember 
we are but foolish children, who now invoke your intercession. Be 
close to us, O Cause of our Joy, and lighten our hearts when the way 
is long and the burden heavy. Shine on us, O Morning Star, and show 
us the path that leads to you and to Jesus, your Son. Life ebbs quickly, 
and when we have come to the journey’s end, may we see in your eyes 
the love of a Mother who has waited long for her children and at last 
welcomes them home! 








Participate 







in this 


SOLEMN NOVENA 







in honor of the 


Assumption 





August 6th to 14th 























HE Assumption of Our Blessed Mother is a feast of unique joy! 

Our Mother has been taken up to heaven and sits at the right 
hand of her Divine Son! But she does not forget her children on earth. 
Now, above all, she exercises in their behalf those wonderful preroga- 
tives that are hers as MEDIATRIX AND DisPENSATRIX OF ALL GRACES. 
In the accompanying picture the artist has depicted her with uplifted 
hand, seeming to present to God the petitions of her children and to 
receive from Him the precious graces she asks for them, while she 
extends the other hand in invitation to them to turn to her in every 
need. 

With the fullest confidence in Our Blessed Mother’s loving and 
powerful intercession, we are conducting a Solemn Novena in our four 
Eucharistic Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri; 
Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona, and Kansas City, Missouri, in 
honor of her Assumption, beginning on August 6 and ending on the 
vigil, August 14. All our subscribers and readers are invited to par- 
ticipate. Petitions sent to us will be placed near the Exposition Throne 
during the novena and will be included in our prayers. 


Kindly address such petitions to: — 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


FN FEN EN HIN FR A MSI MN MN 
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The Eucharistic Congress, 
a Great Demonstration of Faith and Unity 


NT 


¥2) JT without special significance was the Holy Father’s 
choice of Barcelona as the site of the 35th Inter- 
national Eucharistic Congress, which was held from 
May 27 to June | this year. Nor can the Congress 
fail to bear abundant fruit and bring heavenly bless- 
ings, since its objective was not so much the discus- 
sion of Peace, its theme, as PRAYER for the actual attainment of peace 
by individuals, families and nations. 

Barcelona witnessed the first uprisings against the Church by anti- 
God forces as early as 1907-08 —long before the hate of these same 
groups made her streets and the streets of so many cities flow with the 
blood of Catholic martyrs during the Spanish civil war that so shortly 
anteceded the precipitation of almost the whole world into angry war 
camps. It was most fitting, therefore, that in this same city a mighty 
assault of prayers should be offered by more than half a million Cath- 
olics from a score or more nations, that peace, the true peace of fra- 
ternity and love, might be restored to a war-sick, faction-divided world. 

Can anyone believe that the Prince of Peace, our Eucharistic King, 
was not moved by the united prayers of His Vicar on earth, of the 
participants in the Congress, and of the faithful throughout the world 
during these days of solemn homage to the Holy Eucharist, and that 
the fruits of these prayers will not be manifest in homes and nations? 
Surely, that “one great cry of peace” which the Holy Father, in his 
radio message to the Congress, urged to be made all around the world, 
has gone up to heaven and the God of peace will inflame hearts “with 
the fire of charity, so that, union and concord being enkindled thereby, 
the lily of peace may blossom forth on our barren and desolate earth.” 





Catholics throughout the world were participating in the great 
novena of Pentecost and celebrating that feast when the unforgettable 
ceremonies of the Eucharistic Congress were being held in Barcelona. 
His Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman of New York, who was in 
attendance, hailed the assemblage of hundreds of thousands of people 
as a great gathering “to proclaim before the world that the Eucharist 
is the supernatural means for obtaining and perfecting peace.” 

Among the highlights of the Congress was the formal reception of 
the Papal Legate, Federico Cardinal Tedeschini, Archpriest of St. Peter’s 
Basilica. An unending flow of pilgrims to the Church of the Holy 
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Family for acts of Eucharistic adoration throughout the Congress was a 
source of deepest edification to all. The mass ordination of nearly a 
thousand priests, the performance of sacred plays, and the celebration 
of the Liturgy in many Eastern rites were likewise important and awe- 
some events. Another most impressive feature of the Congress was 
the day dedicated to the sick and afflicted of Barcelona and of the whole 
world. In all the churches of the city and in various chapels, Masses 
for the suffering were offered. Meanwhile, hundreds of priests carried 
Holy Communion to the sick in hospitals and private homes all over 
the city. This day was the climax of a week during which the sick 
of Barcelona had made special offerings of their sufferings as a spiritual 
bouquet to the Eucharistic Savior. 

At midnight on the previous day, an estimated 300,000 men at- 
tended a Mass in the great Plaza of Pope Pius XII. Three hundred 
priests were on hand to distribute Communion to the men as they ap- 
proached in seemingly endless procession. 

Three million Masses were included in the huge Spiritual Bouquet 
solemnly presented on Children’s Day. They were offerings of school 
children in every part of Spain. Also included in the bouquet were 
3,000,000 Communions, 3,500,000 visits to the Blessed Sacrament, 
4,500,000 Rosaries, and 500,000 acts of charity. The bouquet was of- 
fered during ceremonies at the Pius XII Plaza, during which the chil- 
dren recited an Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, led 
by Admiral Pascual Cervera. 


To many of the pilgrims the most memorable event of the Congress 
was the mass ordination of 819 deacons to the holy priesthood in the 
huge Montjuich Stadium — an act which eloquently demonstrated the 
‘ unity and universality of the Church. Taking place on the day dedi- 
cated to the theme of ecclesiastical peace and unity, the occasion marked 
the imposition of hands by twenty-one Bishops upon ordinands from 
nine different countries — Argentina, China, Cuba, France, Italy, 
Mexico, Peru, Portugal and Spain. 

Large groups attended the series of study sessions held in Barce- 
lona University in which the themes of the Congress were discussed. 
These themes included peace in the family, individual and social peace, 
international peace, and ecclesiastical peace and unity. Discussing 
peace in the family, Cardinal Spellman said it is a “miracle” that the 
Christian family still survives in a worldwide “un-Christian atmosphere 
so charged with self-love.” He further asserted that all those who are 
nourished by Christ in the Eucharist form one Heart and one Soul, 
being made members of the same Mystical Body. Through the love 
of Christ they .are united among themselves to form an immense Chris- 
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tian unity. He told a gathering of 15,000 that the world must choose 
between “Communion or communism.” 

A Hungarian group attending the Congress laid a laurel wreath 
at the empty chair reserved for Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty, who, with 
Archbishop Joseph Beran of Czechoslovakia, was designated an “ab- 
sentee of honor.” 

The scene of the closing rites was the great Plaza of Pius XII, 
recently built by the Barcelona municipality as an expression of grati- 
tude to the Holy Father for the honor conferred on Barcelona — a city 
of so many martyrs— as the site of the first worldwide Eucharistic 
celebration since the Budapest Congress held in 1938. Gathered around 
an open-air altar were twelve Cardinals, nearly three hundred Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, and about three thousand priests, who joined an 
estimated five hundred thousand men and women in homage to the 
Eucharistic Presence and in prayers for the Pope, for peace, and for 
the “Silent Church,” —the millions of Catholics isolated behind the 
Iron Curtain of Soviet domination. 

A sweeping view was possible from all sides of the altar, where 
the first Sacrifice of the morning of Pentecost, offered by Cardinal 
Tedeschini, was a Solemn Pontifical Mass for the victims of persecu- 
tion in communist-ruled countries. Some 200,000 worshipers were 
present at the Mass. The music was provided by a choir of thousands 
of voices trained at the Benedictine Monastery of Montserrat. A sermon 
was preached by the Papal Legate, who explained the meaning and pur- 
pose of the Congress, after which Generalissimo Franco made a solemn 
profession of faith on behalf of the Spanish people. 


Notable in the solemn closing was the special message from His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, who praised the loyalty and fervor of the 
pilgrims who had come from all parts of the globe to pay homage 
to the Eucharist and to intercede for peace among men and nations 
everywhere. A sudden silence descended on the crowds as the Pope’s 
message began to pour out of the loudspeakers that had been installed 
over a wide area, and all traffic came to a stop as the Holy Father began 
his message with the words: “Ever blessed and praised be the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar.” The Pope recalled with sadness that the 
“horizon was ominous” when the last Eucharistic Congress was held in 
Budapest, and that the exhortations of the successor of St. Peter on 
behalf of peace had not been listened to. He reminded the assembly 
that the source of true peace for all — peace of soul and peace in the 
world — is the Holy Eucharist, “by which we are preserved from sin, 
our spiritual life is made perfect, and the passions are restrained with 
the growth of charity in the soul.” He exhorted the participants of 
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the Congress to go forth as lighted torches to set the universe ablaze 
with the holy fire of charity, and expressed confidence that the many 
prayers and sacrifices offered at the Congress would not be useless. 

Thousands participated in the mammoth religious procession cli- 
maxing the Congress. An eight-foot tabernacle made of jewel-studded 
gold and silver was carried on a float in the procession. The Holy Eu- 
charist was enshrined in the famous Toledo monstrance, one of the 
great treasures of Spain. Behind the tabernacle knelt the Papal Legate. 
Following the float were seven Cardinals, including Cardinal Spellman 
of New York, and a battalion of Spanish soldiers. 


The hearts of Catholics all over the world must be uplifted in 
thanksgiving to God for the glorious success of the 35th International 
Eucharistic Congress. In the words of Cardinal Spellman, “Above all 
His gifts, we thank Him for the gift of Faith — faith in Christ in the 
Eucharist, faith in the power of Christ to bring peace to every heart 
and home that is in union with Him through Communion, faith in the 
mercy of Christ, who resides on our altars, to give a full measure of 
charity to hearts that seek it from His Sacred Heart. For we know 
that ‘this is the victory that overcomes the world, our FAITH!’” 


LAO-OQED 


Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Love of Esteem (Continued) 


Charity for All Men. 


The love of esteem for Christ necessarily includes also a virtue 
on which He insists more than on any other, with the exception of 
faith, and this is charity, or love for all men. Without this charity 
in the measure demanded by Him, all your efforts to love Him will be 
in vain. 

Briefly stated, the motives which must prompt you to practice 
Christlike charity for all your fellowmen, without a single exception, 
are these: first, every man, woman and child, no matter of what race, 
nation, color or culture, is, like yourself, a child of God, created in 
His image and likeness; second, he is possessed of an immortal soul 
which is as precious in the eyes of God as is the most Precious Blood 
of Christ; third, he is destined, like yourself, to be one of the citizens 
of heaven; and fourth, he is Christ’s personal representative to you 
to such an extent that whatever you do to him, good or evil, Christ 
accepts it from you as done to Himself, and recompenses you ac- 
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cordingly — rewarding you if it is good, punishing you if it is evil. 
“As long as you did it to one of these My least brethren, you did it 
to Me” (Matt. 25:40). 

But in what does this charity consist? Mainly in three things: 
kind thoughts, kind words and kind actions. You must train your- 
self to think kindly of others, even of those who you see do wrong 
or for whom you may feel a natural dislike which you cannot over- 
come. And not only this: you must also compel yourself to think 
kindly of those who may have injured you in any way, or who persist 
in being your enemies. This is very difficult, we all admit; in fact. 
so difficult that some maintain it is impossible to do it. But it is the 
positive command of God that we do it under pain of incurring His 
enmity and of not obtaining the pardon of our own sins. Without 
this pardon we are hopelessly doomed. Besides, do we not desire in 
our hearts that God think kindly of us even though we offend Him in 
many things every day of the year? 

If your thoughts about others are kind, your words and your 
speech will also be kind. One of the most convincing proofs that a 
man loves his neighbor in a Christian way is the fact that he never 
says an unkind word about him. And is it not a matter of ordinary 
justice that you refrain from unkind remarks about others? Does 
it not pain and grieve you when you are made’‘the yictim of unkind 
speech? How necessary then is the faithful observance of the golden 
rule never to do to others what you do not wish others to do to you! 
Would you have the hardihood to say unkind words to or about your 
Divine Savior? Yet when you speak unkindly about even the meanest 
of men, He takes it as an injury done to Himself in person. 


Lastly, charity calls for kind deeds. The works of helpfulness 
and mercy which you would so gladly perform for Christ Himself 
if He stood in need of them, He wants you to transfer to His repre- 
sentatives and brethren. He is the real recipient of every kind deed. 
And He has made the diligent performance of deeds of kindness and 
mercy a matter, not of option, but of strict obligation. 


It is very significant that on the day of the last judgment the 
final sentence will hinge entirely on the performance or the non-per- 
formance of works of charity and mercy. To those on His right, Christ 
will say: “Come, blessed of My Father, take possession of the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry, 
and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me to drink... 
As long as you did it for one of these, the least of My brethren, you 
did it for Me.” To those on His left He will say: “Depart from Me, 
accursed ones, into the everlasting fire which was prepared for the 
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devil and his angels. I was hungry, and you did not give Me to eat; 
I was thirsty, and you gave Me no drink... As long as you did not 
do it for one of these least ones, you did not do it for Me. And these 
will go into everlasting punishment, but the just into everlasting life” 
(Matt., 25). 

The practice of charity, therefore, calls for the diligent performance 
of what are called the Corporal and the Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
Those who neglect or refuse to help the poor and needy, the sick and 
decrepit, while they deny themselves nothing and revel in the enjoy- 
ment of the good things of life, are in the greatest danger of sharing 
the unhappy lot of Dives, who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and feasted sumptuously every day, while the poor man Lazarus lay 
dying of starvation at the gate of his palace. When the rich man died 
he was buried in hell where he had not so much as a drop of cold water 
to cool his parched tongue; while Lazarus was carried into the land 
of the blessed to receive the reward of his sufferings. Works of charity 
and mercy are necessary for salvation. No mercy will be shown him 
who did not show mercy to his needy brethren. 


The true nature of genuinely Christian charity is shown by our 
Divine Lord in these words: “When thou givest a dinner or a supper, 
‘do not invite thy friends, or thy brethren, or thy relatives, or thy rich 
neighbors, lest perhaps they also invite thee in return, and a recom- 
pense be made to thee. But when thou givest a feast, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind; and blessed shalt thou be, because they 
have nothing to repay thee with; for thou shalt be repaid at the resur- 
rection of the just” (Luke, 14:12-14). 

It is not unlikely that these words sound new and startling to those 
who confine their would-be charity to persons from whom they expect 
a recompense of some sort, even though it be only that of gratitude or 
of publicity in the papers. And how does our present-day commercial- 
ized Christmas-giving harmonize with these instructions of Our Lord? 


(Rev. F. J. R.) To be continued. 








NOTICE: Because of increased costs, not only in printing but in all 

departments, we find it necessary to raise the price of our 
booklet TREASURES OF THE MASS (hitherto selling at 35¢) to 50¢. 
Even at this price, the book is very reasonable compared with others, 
-considering its size and content —-128 pages, 54% x8¥% inches. The 
‘new price will be effective August Ist. 
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Fats: Wags 


age 


AST month we announced our intention to begin a cam- 
paign to increase the number of subscribers to “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory,” in the hope of doubling or sub- 
ey stantially adding to our present subscription ‘list by the 

= Golden Jubilee Year in 1954. We wish to remind you 

this month that we are depending on your help to reach our goal. 





What can you do? 


There are four ways in which you can help: — 

1. Renew your own subscription if it has expired or is about 
to expire. Every cancelled subscription takes us farther from the goal. 

2. Solicit new subscriptions. Perhaps your friends and relatives 
have never heard of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and would gladly 
subscribe if they had an introduction to it. 

3. Give Gift subscriptions. A gift subscription is not just a pass- 
ing remembrance of some occasion — wedding, graduation, birthday, 
Christmas, or whatever it may be — but it lasts the whole year through, 
is worthwhile, and gives continual pleasure to the recipient. * 

4. Send us names of those you think might subscribe, if you are 
diffident about asking them yourself. 


What reward shall you have? 


1. A grateful remembrance in the prayers of our Sisters. 

2. The eternal merit of the good work you do in aiding the apos- 
tolate of the Catholic Press and in helping souls through it. 

As a token of our appreciation we are offering during August a 
small premium consisting of a holy card size picture of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and a folder of Our Lady of Fatima, with an explanation 
of the Five First Saturdays and novena prayers, both in pleasing colors. 


The dollar that is paid for a year’s subscription to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” (or $1.25 in Canada and foreign countries), brings so 
much to the reader for so little, as comments like the following testify: 

“Your little magazine has been a constant source of inspiration to me — 
spiritual reading from the first to the last page, no fiction to clutter it up and 


spoil it. I read ‘Little Lovers’ League’ to my seven-year-old son and he seems 
to enjoy it as much as I do.” —Mrs. A.K., Ohio. 


Begin today to help — and may God bless and reward a thousand- 
fold each effort you make! 
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Chew: Lady of Bshosnsssinw 


sohheKetie 


\, UR Faith is very precise about the future. It does not point 
6) to some nebulous, shadowy land of the “Great Perhaps.” 
It tells us that the departed are in one of three states. They 
are among the glorified in heaven, the reprobate in hell, or the suffer- 
ing in purgatory. We would be sanguine, indeed, to suppose that the 
generality of mankind, or our relatives and friends, have died so free 
from the stains of this world, the dust and grime of its long pilgrimage, 
as to be immediately worthy of God’s presence. On the other hand, we 
cannot doubt God’s mercy and suppose they are eternally lost. Hence, 
we are safe in presuming they may well be expiating in penal fires the 
faults that sullied the lustre of their baptismal robe, and paying, in 
slow purgation, the debt they incurred by sins. And if this is so, they 
need our help; to ignore their state would certainly be callous and 
hardhearted on our part. 

What can we do? We can pray for them at any time, and es- 
pecially by making use of indulgenced ejaculations, which are so efh- 
cacious and easy a means to help them. We can offer up Holy Mass 
and Holy Communion for them. We can present our good works and 
sufferings to God as an offering in their behalf. We can join fervently 
in the various devotions the Church prescribes or suggests for each 
month. 

The month of August is especially Our Lady’s month, for during 
it we celebrate a number of her inspiring feasts, the most noteworthy 
being those of her Assumption and of her Immaculate Heart. Mary 
is in heaven, and she is anxious that her dear suffering children in 
purgatory should be with her. In consequence of Mary’s spiritual 
maternity, by which she is the Mother of all the elect, she is in a special 
way the Mediatrix of graces, and she continues to obtain Divine help 
for her children on earth and in purgatory. Though she is Queen 
of Purgatory, she respects and honors the Divine Justice of God, 
and cannot immediately release the poor souls suffering there. God 
demands atonement because His Justice must be satisfied. But it is 
certain that our prayers and satisfactions, placed in Mary’s hands, will 
be most efficacious in satisfying this Justice, and the poor souls will be 
more amply relieved through them than if we were to apply our suf- 
frages directly to them. 

The Manual of Indulgenced Prayers contains a prayer to Our 
Lady of Intercession in behalf of the holy souls, which we will give for 
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those of our readers who may wish to use it. However, we wish to 
state that we do not have this prayer in leaflet form, and, as far as we 
know, it is not available. Hence, we suggest that it be copied out, or 
cut out for daily use. 


Prayer to Our Lady of Intercession 


O most holy Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Intercession, whose mater- 
nal love embraces all souls redeemed by the Blood of your Son, Jesus, 
we come to your regal throne, full of sadness, remembering the dead, 
but with boundless confidence in your intercession. Death, by rend- 
ing asunder all terrestrial links, has not destroyed the affection that 
joins us to those who lived in the same faith as ourselves. O Mary, 
many souls are waiting anxiously in that place of expiation for the help 
of our suffrages and the merits of our good works. Urged by the 
charity of Jesus Christ, O merciful Mother of all believers, we raise our 
hearts in supplication and look up to you to help these suffering souls. 

O Mary, make our prayers efficacious, and grant that through your 
motherly intercession the Heart of Jesus, our Redeemer, may be touched. 
May your sanctity make up for what is wanting to our misery; may 
your love make up for our want of piety, and your power, for our 
weakness. 

Grant, O Queen of Heaven, that the ardent desire of the souls of 
the departed soon to enjoy the Beatific Vision may be granted. We 
especially pray to you, O Mary, for the souls of our relations, the 
souls of priests and of those who were zealous in honoring you, for 
those who were charitable and compassionate towards the souls of 
others, and for the souls of the forsaken. Grant that, one day, when 
we are all united in heaven, we may rejoice in the possession of God, 
in the joy of your sweet presence and in the society of the saints, where 
we will always thank you, O Mary, for so many favors obtained through 
you, who are our unfailing help. Amen. 


Recite three Hail Marys, and after each pray: “Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.” 


An indulgence of 500 days. A plenary indulgence under the usual 
conditions, once a month. 





Spiritual Vitamin for August 


Virgin Mary, Mother of God, pray earnestly to Jesus for me. 
(Ind. of 300 days.) 
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@ueen of Virgins 


ee hetf-e-th-o 


This is a talk given by the late Father Edward Leen, S.S.Sp., to a com- 
munity of missionary Sisters, of whom he was the co-founder and spiritual 
Father. Although intended for religious women as an explanation of the Vow 
of Chastity, it applies with almost equal force to women who enter the married 
state and to those who remain unmarried in the world, since it aims to show 
the dignity of woman and the secret of her influence for good upon human 
society. Naturally its message applies also to the opposite sex. It is intended 
here also as an enlargement upon the explanation of the Vow of Chastity which 
was given in our serial “The Chance of a Lifetime” in the May issue. 


moe af 


HE subject of which I am now going to speak is our vow of 

Chastity. What I shall say is based on two principles which 

“it experiehce of life proves to be principles that work out in- 

fallibly in human existence, though they are little thought of, 

or are considered only in the abstract. The first principle is 

that everything which pertains to God, everything which 

comes from Him or is ordained by Him, everything which has an affinity 

with God’s Mind and Will, is always positive, vital, living, with nothing 

of death about it. God is the God of the living, and therefore, every- 

thing related to Him must bear the stamp of life. The second principle 

is that when God appears to demand the surrender of something, or of 

ourselves, our response always has something of a parting about it. 

Yet when the surrender is made in faith, it is seen that what we sur- 

rendered is returned with a higher meaning, a more perfect form, an 

enlarged fulfilment; and so we realize that we really have not given 
it up in the strict sense. 

Now, by the vow of Chastity we seem to surrender what is the 
greatest gift God has given to man and woman in the order of nature. 
God is the God of the living, and that which is most attuned to God 
must bear on it the traces of what is most characteristic of God. Our 
Lord in the Gospel has intimated what that most characteristic thing 
is. In a dispute with the Scribes and Pharisees apropos of marriage 
and the fate of the woman who had had seven husbands, He told them 
that they had no comprehension of spiritual things. God is the God 
of the living, not of the dead. ‘“Life-givingness” is God’s chief charac- 
teristic, and that which draws closest to God necessarily bears this 
impress. After man and woman, the greatest thing God created was 
marriage, and therefore in a very special way it bears His impress. It 
is the source of life; man and woman combine to give life in response 
to the command “increase and multiply.’’ God, therefore, looks with 
great benignity on marriage, because it is the gateway to the world 
of living things. It gives Him the occasion of exercising His creative 
power. A human soul is needed for a new human-body, and so the 
outpouring of life depends on the contract between man and woman. 
Such a contract has God’s blessing, because it affords Him the occa- 
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sion of giving life, of creating another soul which bears the impress 
of the divinity. Hence, marriage is a marvelous thing in God’s eyes. 


Suppose for a moment that man and woman after they had been 
created by God decided not to use marriage, God’s power would have 
been fettered. It was not God’s intention that it should be so. He gave 
the injunction, ‘increase and multiply,’’ and so He is pleased when man 
and woman co-operate with Him and give Him an opportunity of pour- 
ing out the infinite wealth of His life. In the Apocalypse, we read of 

‘countless multitudes of human beings, all reflecting, mirroring forth 
God’s life, partaking of the Sonship of God, glowing with the life and 
beauty of Christ, and all sharing in His dignity through the Redemp- 
tion. These countless multitudes owe their existence to marriage. 


Hence, when we are called to the religious life, the vow of Chastity 
should make us pause; we should ponder on the significance of the act 
and realize it fully. Unfortunately, the word Chastity does not reveal 
the full reality; it suggests more of what is negative than of what is 
positive. It comes from the Latin word which has the same root 
as ‘‘to chastise,’’ and so has the appearance of signifying a ‘crushing 
down” of something. Chastity, in this sense, belongs as necessarily 
to the married life as to the unmarried. But Chastity for the religious 
should not mean merely an absence of sin, since even people in the 
world are obliged to that. The vow of Chastity, in its full aim, is 
immensely positive. Far from implying a giving-up to the extent of 
becoming atrophied, it signifies rather the sublimation of the life-giving 
power we have in us. 

Now, the strongest, the greatest, and in fact the most dignified 
instinct in us, is the instinct to transmit life. Anyone who is worth 
anything, or who has anything of the temper of God, will feel or 
should feel in himself this strong instinct not to die, but to live on 
and to be a power communicating life. Chastity does not mean the 
negation of that instinct, and when, by the vow of Chastity, we appear 
to renounce this power of being a father or mother—the power of 
parenthood — we renounce parenthood, only to recapture, in a higher 
form, this glorious dignity. To realise the ideal aimed at by religious 
Chastity, it is not enough to avoid sin; we must do something higher; 
we must replace physical maternity or paternity by one more real, one 
which belongs to the supernatural order. 


Hence, a life of religious Chastity implies the positive election of 
something that is splendid. It implies the sublimation, the transfigu- — 
ration of physical maternity or paternity. God will not, so to say, have 
us elect to become atrophied. We are all expected to leave life after 
us, and we have not fulfilled our purpose in life unless we do so. 
Every virgin is, in a real sense, bound to be a mother. If she is not 
a mother, she is, in a sense, not truly a virgin. This is but another 
of the great paradoxes of our religion on which we dwell but too little. 
We in religion, both men and women, are not living the full virginal 
life unless we are spiritual fathers and mothers; we are not meant to 
be sterile human beings. We must, therefore, in order to live up to 
the demands of our sacred state, bend all our energies on the achieve- 
ment of this spiritual parenthood. Where shall we learn to realize 
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this obligation? We shall learn it from Mary, whose radiant purity 
surpassed that of all other creatures —for she is Virgin of virgins. 
We shall learn it from Mary, who, being Mother of God, is also a 
source of life for every child of Adam — for she is Mother of men. 


Let us consider, for a moment, what God had planned when He 
created our first parents. He had intended that every child would 
come into this world a child of grace. Eve was to be the transmitter 
of life, both natural and supernatural, to all her children. She would, 
so to speak, be multiplied as time went on, according as every woman 
would share with her the task of transmitting what she had received. 
Thus, in God’s plan, every being was to look to woman as the source 
of everything of dignity and worth. But God’s plan was frustrated, 
defeated. Yet, as always, He used the defeat to triumph in a more 
marvelous way. And so we can expect to find, in the restored order, 
the original plan which He had in mind, but in a more splendid and 
more glorious form. 


God has given to the world Mary Immaculate, Virgin-Mother of 
His Son, to be the source and fount of life to all men. Mary was con- 
stituted, under Christ, the Mistress of the whole human race. In 
God’s plan, all are to enter into life through her. In this plan, too, 
every woman must co-operate with Mary, must share in the role of 
Mary, just as she would have shared, in God’s original plan, in the role 
of Eve. Even now, every woman is to be a source of life, sharing with 
others what she has received. The Christian mother is meant to give 
physical life to her child, but she is meant to give it more than just 
that. She must give it the complete human life, which is a combina- 
tion of the natural and the supernatural. But this task is not com- 
mitted to the married woman alone. Every woman, whatever her 
sphere of work, is meant to be a transmitter, a source of supernatural 
life to all with whom she comes in contact, and in order to transmit 
it, she must first possess it. Of every woman in the Christian scheme, 
there is demanded instinctively the highest virtue and the highest ideal 
in the supernatural order. No woman may live for herself alone; 
woman must beget, if not in the body, then in the spirit. She must 
be, if she is called to the state of virginity, a spiritual mother, and she 
cannot be a spiritual mother unless she moulds herself on the virginity 
and the Maternity of Mary. She must, like Mary, consecrate all there 
is of woman in her to God. This means more than just a renounce- 
ment of marriage; it means that all her tendencies, all her movements 
of affection and self-sacrifice, all her devotedness and care must be 
directed Godwards. 


“nd Mary said to the angel: How shall this be done, because I 
know not man? And the angel answering, said to her: The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High shall overshadow 
thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God... And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord: be it done to me according to thy word’ (Luke 1:34-38). Can 
we imagine anything more tremendous, anything more fraught with 
far-reaching consequences than the scene here described by St. Luke? 
And when the prince of the heavenly court withdrew in hushed respect 
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and wondering admiration from Mary’s presence, he left her not only 
Queen of Virgins, but also Mother of God. By her virginity, by her 
immaculate purity, God has made her worthy to be His Mother, and 
being Mother of God, she thereby was constituted the source of life 
for all those who would be redeemed by Him. 


If we represent redeemed humanity as a great pyramid at whose 
apex stands Our Blessed Lady, we shall be enabled to realise the im- 
portance of her role in the work of the Redemption. Lines radiating 
from the apex of that great pyramid represent the streams of life which 
flow to humanity from her. Not a drop of life comes to us but through 
her. That is why, in the Christian scheme, Mary is the ideal and 
model for every woman. The shadow of Our Blessed Lady falls over 
every woman true to her womanhood. That is the true dignity of wo- 
man. It is a strange thing that woman can look her dignity in the 
face and refuse to accept it. In the world of today, this is one of the 
most fertile sources of disintegration — woman refusing to take the 
place she is meant to hold. 

Now, when a young woman makes a vow of Chastity, her pro- 
fession implies the will to rise to a position which is modeled on that 
of the Virgin-Mother, at the apex of the pyramid of humanity, trans- 
mitting life. In order to realise this, she must have, in the order of 
grace, what corresponds to the power of fecundity in the order of 
nature. She must develop, by mind and will, this power of spiritual 
fecundity, this power to live on. She must train herself to be a spirit- 
ual mother. 

Listen very carefully to this. Comparatively few religious have 
a full understanding of their vocation. A woman who enters the re- 
ligious state cannot, in a sense, be what she should be, unless she re- 
alises that every human being is potentially her child. It is her duty 
to impress a certain form on everyone with whom she comes in contact. 
Too often she does the opposite; she uses her powers to draw others 
to herself. She is never meant to attract to herself. She is meant to 
give, to give always, and in order to give she must first possess. Her 
first concern should be to possess in herself a fulness of the life of God. 
She must desire to possess it ever more and more. She must mould 
herself on Mary. 


In Mary there was a tremendous power of giving, of self-sacrifice. 
She did not seek to draw others to herself. And so, if you are self- 
seeking, you will ruin yourself and others. Like Eve, you will become 
a source of perdition. Self must be eliminated from your life; you 
must train yourself to be generous, to give to everybody, to give im- 
partially, to rise superior to your own petty preferences. If you are 
to be a spiritual mother, then you must be self-sacrificing. 

A second, and indeed a most important quality which you must 
learn from Our Lady is modesty. Modesty is not to be understood in 
a small, petty way. The word comes from the Latin for ‘‘measure,”’ 
and signifies restraint. There must be restraint in all your ways, in 
your deportment, your language, your bearing. There should be poise, 
balance, order, in all that concerns your dealings with others. Begin 
with the restraint of your curiosity. Learn to see only what you are 
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meant to see; withdraw your gaze from everything except from what 
it is useful and important for you to see. This will entail constant 
mortification. Seek to see only what is beautiful and good, what draws 
to God. Train yourself to look only at what uplifts. Modesty in the 
sense of touch is practiced in the control of the hands. Teach your 
hands to serve only to usefulness, to beneficence, to charity, and never 
use them for self-satisfaction. 


Another quality you can learn from Mary is dignity. Its name is 
derived from the word which signifies ‘‘worth,’’ and so implies the 
sense of one’s own value. Attend carefully to this. Every woman, by 
the mere possession of womanhood, possesses something of immense 
sacredness and worth. Therefore, dignity for you means the recogni- 
tion of that worth and the resolve to preserve that womanhood as one 
would preserve a precious jewel. You must, yourself, regard it with 
reverence and demand reverence for it from others, both men and 
women. Womanhood is something sacred, because of the role God 
has given to woman in His plan... 


Woman is the guardian of the sanctities of life, and so dignity is 
especially demanded of her. The spirit of modern life is to attack 
everything that contributes to that dignity. In the world in which 
we live, fashions, games, dress, everything, would seem to have as 
aim the destruction of this dignity, the rejection of which spells the 
complete degradation of womanhood. 


To realize motherhood, then, you must be like Mary in all things. 
Like her you must be devoted to Jesus. You must foster Him, cherish 
Him, devote yourself entirely to His interests, giving birth to Him in 
your own soul, and in the souls of others. Every woman, by being 
what she is meant to be, wields an immense power for good. In the 
ordinary duties of the day, goodness should radiate from her and 
impress the souls with whom she comes in contact. 


There is a wonderful co-operation between God the Holy Ghost 
and our Blessed Lady. Mary chose virginity and received as reward 
God the Holy Ghost, who is Love personified, as her Spouse. God’s 
personified Love formed the Sacred Humanity of God the Son in her 
virginal womb, and made her the Mother of mankind. You also have 
received the Holy Ghost. He dwells in your souls, and your bodies 
are His temples. He is dwelling in you, to reproduce on a smaller 
scale, but in a very real way, the purpose He achieved in Mary. He 
is espoused to you, as He was to her, with the object of forming Christ 
in you, and giving Him to cthers through you. His first work is to 
mould your souls to that of Mary. In the soul of woman, the work of 
the Holy Ghost is to form her soul to the spirit of Mary, to the foster- 
ing of the life of God in herself and in others. To be like Mary, then, 
must be the trend and the object of all your desires. The Holy Ghost 
is in your souls, not simply as an ornament, but also to work; and He 
will respond only when asked. Your appeal must be that He will 
mould you to the form of Mary. For this work, as in the case of 
Mary, there is postulated an intense ardor, an intense love of God. 
Love is the source of fecundity, and through the action of the Holy 
Ghost in your souls you will become fertile and fruitful in good. 
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This, then, must be your devotion to our Blessed Lady; not a 
petty, trivial devotion, but a devotion that goes down to the root of 
reality. Be as great as God has made you. You are called to be like 
Mary, and you cannot be like Mary unless you renounce your own 
interests, your own small concerns, for those of Jesus. Mary is the 
supreme and perfect woman. She is both Virgin and Mother, and her 
maternity draws its boundless fecundity from her virginity. She ap- 
peared to renounce marriage, but it was only to get it back in a glorified 
form, being espoused to, and made fruitful by, the Holy Ghost. She 
appeared to renounce a family, and yet all ages proclaim her Mother. 
Mary is the mother of the living, of all mankind, and so has a boundless 
family. She gave up supremely, and she got back supremely. She 
receives the hundredfold for what she seemed to renounce. She ap- 
peared to give up the power of transmitting life, and instead, she be- 
came the source of life for every child of Adam. 

That, then, is the meaning of your life of Chastity, and that is 
what it leads to. You do not give up motherhood; you have it sub- 
limated. You renounce it only to receive it back in a more perfect 
and more glorious form. God never takes anything from us except 
to give it back a hundredfold. Your life must be, in a very real way, 
a prolongation of the life of Mary. ‘I exhort you, therefore, to walk 
worthy of the vocation in which you are called’’ (Ephes. 4:1). 


Cyoung ladies fired with the lofty ideal of consecrating their virginity 

to God, and thus following most intimately in the footsteps of Mary 
and sharing in her noble mission, are invited to send for vocational 
literature portraying the life of virgins dedicated to the Perpetual Adora- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, under the rule of St. Benedict. (Appli- 
cants between 16 and 28 preferred.) Such inquiries will receive prompt 
and loving attention if addressed to: — 

Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, 0.s.8., Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





Little Lovers’ League 


SKK OK 


OLDEN” seems to be the best word to describe the month of 
August, dear Little Lovers — warm golden sunshine, fields 
of golden grain ready for the harvesters, golden flowers 
dotting the meadows, and, most of all, the golden Im- 
maculate Heart of our Blessed Mother, to which this 
month is dedicated as June is to the Sacred Heart. 
Truly, Mary’s Heart is a golden one, golden with love for all her 
children. She showed this when she appeared to the three shepherd- 
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children at Fatima to tell them to have the people honor her Immaculate 
Heart in a special way every Saturday, as well as to pray the Rosary 
with great devotion, and to stop sinning. By doing this, she said, her 
Son, already too much offended by our sins, would forgive us because 
of our sorrow and our love for her. Let us try, then, in return, to give 
this loving, generous Mother our hearts. We can do this in the way 
she likes best by going to Holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion 
on the First Saturday of each month and on August 22, the feast of 
her Immaculate Heart; also by visiting her Divine Son very often in 
the tabernacle to tell Him we are truly sorry for all the sins committed 
against Him and to offer Him the whole love of our souls in reparation. 

The warm golden days of August also bring one of God’s great 
saints to our minds. It is, of course, St. Lawrence, deacon and martyr 
of the early Roman Church, whose feast we keep on August 10. This 
saint was a favorite of the Roman people and we repeat his name every 
day in the Canon of the Mass. 

As a deacon, it was Lawrence’s duty to help the priests by looking 
after the poor, giving them food and clothing, seeing that converts re- 
ceived instructions, encouraging those imprisoned for the Faith, and 
other like tasks. When Pope Sixtus, whom he served and dearly loved, 
was martyred for the Faith, Lawrence was left alone to face the cruel 
Emperor, who ordered him to bring to him the rich treasures of gold 
and silver which the Christians were supposed to possess. Lawrence 
asked for three days’ time to collect these treasures. Then he gathered 
together the poor, the homeless and the orphans whom he had fed and 
clothed with the money from the treasury of the Church and brought 
them before the Emperor. These, he told him, were the Church’s 
treasures. Enraged and disappointed at this unexpected way of carry- 
ing out his command, the Emperor ordered the deacon to be roasted 
alive on a gridiron. But the love of God flamed hotter in the heart of 
Lawrence than the burning coals under the gridiron on which he lay. 
Full of joy at being allowed to suffer for Christ, he even joked with his 
executioners: “Come, now, I am done on this side; turn me over, and 
eat!” When we feel the heat. which is often very intense during August, 
and would like to complain about it, let us, instead, think of the great 
St. Lawrence, and ask him to help us love God with such fervor that 
its warmth will make us forget all such small discomforts as a warm 
August sun! 

PRACTICE: Recite three Hail Marys each day from now until 
the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, asking our Blessed Mother 
to bring peace to our troubled world. 

ASPIRATION: Mary, Queen of Peace, bring peace to the hearts 
of men. 
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Bernard, Saint and Crusader 


HE courtyard of the huge old castle of Fontaines was filled with 
noise and excitement. Men-at-arms were hurrying about, and 
the stamp of horses’ feet rang on the ancient stone paving. Most of 
the coming and going seemed to center around a group of five knights 
on horseback, who were talking and laughing gaily, gently restraining 
their high-spirited mounts, who were as eager as themselves to be off 
and away. At last a tall nobleman with a fine face and deep-set, 
thoughtful eyes came from the castle, with a young boy at his side. 
Immediately the five dismounted and knelt before the older man. 
“Your blessing, Father, before we go, and your prayers to follow us!”’ 
cried one of them, who was plainly the leader. ‘‘Yes, my sons,’ replied 
their father, ‘‘God go with you and before you always, and pray for us 
now that you will be living for Him alone.’’ He turned to the one 
who had asked his blessing: ‘‘Bernard, lad, since you have taken all 
my sons but one, see to it that they serve God faithfully in this new 
life.”” ‘‘They will, Father,’’ promised the young knight, whose eyes, 
so like his father’s, burned with a bright flame. Mounted again, they 
rode swiftly from the courtyard. On reaching the gate, Guy, the eldest, 
turned and waved to the young boy who still stood at his father’s 
side: ‘‘Goodbye, Nivard; all our possessions and treasures now belong 
to you alone.”” Brushing the tears from his eyes with a clenched fist, 
Nivard called back: ‘‘You have chosen heaven, and left me only the 
earth; the division is not fair! I shall join you soon.” 

And that is how St. Bernard with his four brothers left his father’s 
castle to become a poor Cistercian monk, a saint, and a doctor of the 
Church, whose love for God and His dear Mother won for him the title 
of ‘“‘Knight-crusader in the service of God and Troubador of Mary.” 

Bernard was born in the year 1090 at his father’s castle of Fon- 
taines in France. His mother, Lady Alice, had offered this third of 
her children to God from his earliest years and she saw to it that he 
received a better education than many boys of his time. Bernard grew 
up with everything a child’s heart could desire. Handsome and wealthy, 
with a brilliant mind and winning manners, he could have had any- 
thing he wanted from the world. But Bernard wanted much, much 
more than the world could give — he wanted God, and nothing less 
would satisfy him. More than this, he wanted others to love God too. - 
So, when he made up his mind to leave the world and become a Cis- 
tercian monk in one of the strictest Orders, he persuaded thirty other 
young men to go with him, among them four of his brothers. 

Very happy in the simple, hard-working life of a monk, Bernard 
would have been content to spend his life unknown and forgotten. 
But God had other plans for His knight-crusader. The monastery where 
he lived became so overcrowded that his superior sent him with a small 
band of monks to open a new monastery at Clairvaux. He was to be 
their Abbot — no easy task. Life was difficult in the valley, food was 
scarce, the place was unhealthy, and had it not been for Bernard’s 
complete trust in God and his enthusiasm for everything in God’s 
service, the new monastery might have been a failure. Instead, it 
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proved to be a great success and in the course of time no less than 
a hundred and sixty-three other monasteries were founded from it. 

St. Bernard lived in an exciting age. It was the time of the 
Crusades, those wars waged by Christian kings and princes to restore 
the Holy Lands to the Church. The Pope bade Bernard preach the 
Second Crusade, and his fiery sermons sent knights by the thousands 


to the Holy Land. Nor were the Crusades the only battles fought; all 
too often, kings went to war against the Church, and again St Bernard 
stirred up Christian princes to come to the aid of the Holy Father. 
Bishops and prelates of many countries constantly came or wrote 
to him for advice. Though it meant that he must often be away from 
the beloved quiet of his monastery, he never refused his help, for, as 
he wrote to his sister, who was superior of a convent of nuns, ‘‘Love 
serves.’ And it was love, love of God and of his neighbor, that drove 
him on. ‘You ask me the reason for loving God?”’ he once cried, ‘‘and 
the measure? The reason for loving God is God Himself, and the 
measure is to love Him without measure!’”’ Often he would kneel 
in prayer late into the night. Once in the moonlit shadows of the 
monastery church, a novice saw his Abbot praying before a large 
Crucifix, and he saw something else, something which made him drop 
to his knees—the arm of the Crucified Savior loosened itself from 
the Cross to embrace Bernard and draw him close to His Sacred Heart. 


From childhood, Bernard had been tenderly devoted to our Blessed 
Mother. Even as a little boy he loved to hear stories about her, and 
the warning: “‘That will not please Mary,’ was enough to make him 
stop any mischief at once. While hé was preaching the second Cru- 
sade, he happened to come to the Cathedral of Spires just as the last 
notes of the “Hail, Holy Queen’? were echoing through the great 
church. Full of love for our Blessed Lady, he cried out: ‘‘O clement, 
O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!”’’ which words are now always added 
to this prayer. Many believe that he wrote the beautiful prayer to 
Mary which we call the Memorare. Every time he passed a statue of 
our Blessed Mother, Bernard would salute her, and often in response 
to his “Hail, Mary!”’ she would graciously answer, ‘Hail, Bernard!” 

Worn out by his labors for the Church, and longing to be with 
God forever, Bernard died when he was sixty-three, in his monastery 
at Clairvaux. When he lay dying, he gathered his monks about him 
and begged them, in the Name of Jesus Christ, to go on loving God 
as he had taught them. A short twenty years later he was canonized, 
and in the nineteenth century Pope Pius VIII declared him a Doctor 
of the Church, calling him the ‘‘Honey-mouthed Doctor’ because of 
the sweetness of his sermons and writings, especially those on the 
Blessed Virgin. His feast is kept on August 20th, just two days before 
that of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Let us ask this saint so dear to Mary’s heart to obtain for us a 
share in his love for her Son and for herself, and let us often think 
of his words: ‘‘In dangers, in doubts, in all your difficulties, call on 
Mary; let her name never leave your lips, nor your heart. With her as 
your guide you will never go astray; while calling on her you will never 
lose courage; while she holds your hand you will never stumble.” 























Faith-Strengthening Booklets 
for August 





Do You Know the Church? — This booklet proves, clearly and 
convincingly, that the Catholic Church justly claims to be the one true 
Church founded by Christ; also that Tradition is just as authentic a source 
of faith and doctrine as the Bible. Excellent to place in the hands of in- 
quiring non-Catholics, as well as in those of Catholics who need to be 
better instructed in these matters. 


How to Find the True Church — Supplements the foregoing by 
explaining the four ‘identification’? marks by which the Church can be 
readily known. Equip yourself to answer the questions and objections of 
your non-Catholic friends by reading these two booklets, and place them 
in the hands of others whose faith needs enlightenment and invigoration. 


Rays of Catholic Truth — A short, practical explanation of some of 
the basic doctrines of the Catholic Faith, that island of peace and stability 
in a restless, changing world. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — How to be friends with 
God? Prayer is the answer. Let this valuable little booklet, which treats 
of the necessity, method and fruits of fervent prayer, help you obtain this 
friendship. 


Confession, Its Fruitful Practice — A booklet you'll be glad to 
own, as it gives a complete explanation in simple terms of all that has to 
do with the reception of this Sacrament, and also helpful points for examina- 
tion of conscience as well as prayers. 


Pathways to Peace — Peace of mind, peace of heart, — everyone 
is searching for peace in our troubled times. This small booklet will put 
you on the right path to peace of soul, the path of faith, hope and charity. 


Conformity to the Will of God — “Thy will be done,” we pray 
every day in the Our Father, but do we mean it, do we bring it into our 
daily lives? This consoling booklet can show you how. Non-Catholics 
will appreciate it, too. 


St. Philomena, Pray for Us — (Feast August 11) A saint to 
whom it seems God cannot say no! Go to St. Philomena in every need and 
she will help you. Read this charming sketch of her veneration and miracles 
to learn why. 


The Goodness of Our Savior — Treats of the mercy and love of 
God to which souls can have recourse with boundless confidence in every 
spiritual or temporal need. 


Each booklet, 10¢. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





For the Month of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 


Each booklet, 10¢. 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen Will inspire a loving devotion 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, according to her pleadings at Fatima, 
and provide you with suitable prayers. Will also help you to a better under- 
standing of the Message of Fatima and its significance for yourself and for 
the world. 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — Gives an in- 
teresting account of the Blessed Virgin’s apparitions to the three children at 
Fatima and the words spoken by her in these and in subsequent private 
apparitions; also traces the wonderful development of devotion to Our Lady 
under this title and of the Shrine at Fatima which now draws thousands 
of pilgrims from all parts of the world. 


The Rosary, My Treasure An outline of the marvelous graces 
promised all who pray the Rosary devoutly, a brief history of the Rosary 
devotion, an explanation of the beauty of its prayers, and short, thought- 
provoking meditations on each of the fifteen mysteries. 


To Jesus through Mary A simple explanation of St. Louis de 
Montfort’s ‘“‘True Devotion to Mary,’’ a real treasure of grace which has 
changed the lives of hundreds who have learned in its pages how to place 
themselves wholly in Mary’s hands. 


The Mysteries of Mary Short considerations of the principal 
mysteries of Mary’s life which will help put you into the spirit of each of 
her feasts. Read it to prepare for the feasts of the Assumption, August 15, 
and the Immaculate Heart, August 22. 


Under Mary’s Mantle Tells of the blessing of living under Mary’s 
protection in childhood, in the trials of life, at the hour of death, and even 
when suffering in purgatory. Parents will be happy to learn from this 
booklet how to consecrate their little ones to this holiest and best of Mothers 
and procure for them her special love and protection. 


Devotion to Mary There are few surer marks of salvation than a 
true, lively devotion to our Blessed Mother. Let this favorite little booklet 
help you to achieve such a devotion. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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